
 
 
 
April 30, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Susana Martinez 
Governor, State of New Mexico 
State Capital, Suite 400 
Santa Fe, NM 87503  
 
 
Dear Governor Martinez, 
 
Recently, I have been increasingly concerned with the pace of progress on many of the major issues 
facing New Mexico. It seems like every week a new urgent and important matter arises. More and 
more, it also seems that things aren’t going to get better on their own.  Whether it is our stagnant 
job situation, stark need for changes in law enforcement training and behavioral health services, our 
decade long drought, or ongoing frustration over the state of our education system, I have feel that 
state government should take significant action in the short term.   
 
I write you today to ask for your help and, in the hopes of working collaboratively, to move the 
needle on long standing problems holding our state back.  I know we do not always agree on the 
policy, but I think we can agree on the urgency for unique New Mexico solutions to the problems 
facing our state rather than partisan ideas from national playbooks.  I request your consideration of a 
potential summer special session, a “Summit on New Mexico’s Future.”    
 
As lawmakers, we know that the best interest of this great state and its people is at the forefront of 
our goals. However, we currently cannot begin to address any of these issues until the 2015 
legislative session.  Most changes made during that session would not have impact until 2016. That 
is simply too long to wait for the direction that New Mexico needs now.  The only way to accelerate 
this pace and focus our efforts, is to act now and work together this summer. 
 
Think of what we could accomplish with strong leadership this summer: the development of post- 
performance job creation incentives and investment in a rail spur to ensure we win the Tesla plant; 
reform of procedures for training police officers to deal with those suffering from mental health 
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disabilities; funding for behavioral health facilities; fixing the over-testing issues crippling our 
schools; settling long-standing water governance issues to cope with the drought; and maybe even a 
long term strategic plan for the our state. 
 
I know the usual objections to this idea will chime in – “special sessions cost money,” “we need 
more time,” or “wait till after the election.” But these excuses are the root of our stagnant status quo 
– this is what perpetuates a government of incremental change, nibbling around the edges of the 
challenges facing our state.  This attitude is the foundation for the kind of political “play it safe” 
attitude that keeps us at the top of all the bad lists and bottom of all the good ones. 
 
I request that we come together and discuss this idea.  It’s time to give the public a set of policies 
that they can hold us accountable for implementing, as well as something they can be proud of – a 
proactive government that jumps into action.   
 
Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request. I look forward to your response. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Tim Keller  
Senate Majority Whip 
SD17 - Albuquerque 

 
 
 
 
 
cc: Keith Gardner, Chief of Staff 
      Governor’s Office 

 


